
NEWS RELEASE      Contact: Nancy Chwiecko: nacfaa@rit.edu 
                       www.homedesignfordogs.com 
 
“There’s a Dog in the House”…combines the expertise from an interior designer and dog expert to help you more 
effectively and easily create a stylish and dog-friendly home.” - DOG FANCY magazine, May 2011 
 
“There’s a Dog in the House”…is an excellent guide and resource book for those of you looking to design your 
home with your pets in mind….It’s about time a smart book comes along to help us bring our dogs into our homes 
in the best way possible.” – DOG MILK, July 2011 
 
“This book provides practical advice to design solutions to make life with your dog more harmonious. There are 
tips like choosing plastic chairs …for dogs who enjoy a little nibble on a wooden chair leg, what type of flooring 
is dog-friendliest, how to design a dog shower, and there is a huge resource list at the end of the book. I highly 
recommend this book to anyone who is looking to have peace in their home with their 4 legged children. :)” 
Desire to Inspire, August 2011 
 
““There’s a Dog in the House” is an invaluable resource and a pleasure to read. It is a “must have” for those 
fortunate to enjoy the companionship of a dog.” –William Secord, author  
 
“…the authors approach their subject with vigor and sensitivity, their helpful tips carefully connect the dots while 
not undermining the flow and utility of a dog- AND owner-friendly home.” -Ranny Green, Seattle Kennel Club 
 
HOME DESIGN WITH DOGS IN MIND 
We love our dogs.  Today they live in our homes, an arrangement that was considered extraordinary just 50 years 
ago. They sit on our couches, sleep on our beds, use our bathtubs and even occasionally dine at our tables. They 
also shed, track in mud, and show no interest in the aesthetic or hygienic aspects of our homes. This has 
unfortunately become a major cause of disruption in the loving dog/human bond. Yet, prior to this book, the field 
of home design had not adequately responded to this significant new design challenge.   

There’s a Dog in the House: a Practical Guide for Creating Today’s Dog Friendly Home provides solid practical 
advice for what many owners attempt to improvise–home design solutions that make it far easier to create a 
contented household.  From a cultural standpoint, treating your dog like a member of the family has become 
emblematic of enlightened, compassionate ownership. This book examines the physical and psychological needs 
of dogs and how we can create the best environment for a safe, healthy and harmonious life with them.   

There’s a Dog in the House is destined to become a cherished addition to the libraries of homeowners and design 
professionals alike.  Each page contains valuable ideas and design solutions for a vast array of dog-related 
challenges. With over 150 color photos and an extensive chapter-by-chapter resource guide, it helps dog owners 
make sound choices regarding building materials, finishes and products with a focus on safety, maintenance, 
durability and sustainability.  

Nancy Chwiecko is an associate professor of interior design at Rochester Institute of Technology She, her 
husband and dogs, live in a dog friendly home they designed and built. Amy Fernandez is a noted author and 
respected dog expert. 
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